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1 Introduction

1.1 Introduction
This document is part of the Open Document Format for Office Applications (OpenDocument) 
Version 1.2 specification. It defines a formula language for OpenDocument documents, which is 
also called OpenFormula.

OpenFormula is a specification of an open format for exchanging recalculated formulas between 
office applications, in particular, formulas in spreadsheet documents. OpenFormula defines data 
types, syntax, and semantics for recalculated formulas, including predefined functions and 
operations.

Using OpenFormula allows document creators to change the office application they use, 
exchange formulas with others (who may use a different application), and access formulas far in 
the future, with confidence that the recalculated formulas in their documents will produce 
equivalent results if given equivalent inputs.

OpenFormula is intended to be a supporting document to the Open Document Format for Office 
Applications (OpenDocument) format, particularly for defining its attributes table:formula and 
text:formula. It can also be used in other circumstances where a simple, easy-to-read infix 
text notation is desired for exchanging recalculated formulas.

1.2 Terminology
All text is normative unless otherwise labeled.

Within the normative text of this specification, the terms "shall", "shall not", "should", "should not", 
"may" and “need not” are to be interpreted as described in Annex H of [ISO/IEC Directives].

1.3 Purpose
OpenFormula defines:

1. data types

2. syntax

3. semantics

for recalculated formulas.

OpenFormula also defines functions.

OpenFormula does not define:

1. a user interface

2. a general notation for mathematical expressions

1.4 Normative References
[CharModel] Martin J. Dürst, et. al., Character Model for the World Wide Web 1.0:  
Fundamentals, http://www.w3.org/TR/2005/REC-charmod-20050215/, W3C, 2005.
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[ISO/IEC Directives] ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (Fifth Edition) Rules for the structure and 
drafting of International Standards, International Organization for Standardization and International 
Electrotechnical Commission, 2004.

[ISO4217] ISO 4217:2008 Codes for the representation of currencies and funds, 
International Organization for Standardization and International Electrotechnical Commission, 
2008.

[ISO8601] ISO 8601:2004 Data elements and interchange formats -- Information 
interchange -- Representation of dates and times, International Organization for Standardization 
and International Electrotechnical Commission, 2004.

[RFC3986] T. Berners-Lee, R. Fielding, L. Masinter, Uniform Resource Identifier (URI):  
Generic Syntax, http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc3986.txt, IETF, 2005.

[RFC3987] M. Duerst, M. Suignard, Internationalized Resource Identifiers (IRIs), 
http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc3987.txt, IETF, 2005.

[UNICODE] The Unicode Consortium. The Unicode Standard, Version 5.2.0, defined by: The 
Unicode Standard, Version 5.2 (Mountain View, CA, The Unicode Consortium, 2009. ISBN 978-1-
936213-00-9). (http://www.unicode.org/versions/Unicode5.2.0/).

[UTR15] Mark Davis, Martin Dürst, Unicode Normalization Forms, Unicode Technical 
Report #15, http://www.unicode.org/reports/tr15/tr15-25.html, 2005.

[XML1.0] Tim Bray, Jean Paoli, C. M. Sperberg-McQueen, Eve Maler, François Yergeau , 
Extensible Markup Language (XML) 1.0 (Fourth Edition), http://www.w3.org/TR/2006/REC-xml-
20060816/, W3C, 2006.

1.5 Non-Normative References
[JISX0201] The Unicode Consortium., JIS X 0201 (1976) to Unicode 1.1 Table, 1994, 
http://www.unicode.org/Public/MAPPINGS/OBSOLETE/EASTASIA/JIS/JIS0201.TXT.

[JISX0208] The Unicode Consortium., JIS X 0208 (1990) to Unicode, 1994, 
http://www.unicode.org/Public/MAPPINGS/OBSOLETE/EASTASIA/JIS/JIS0208.TXT.

[UAX11] Asmus Freytag, East Asian Width, Unicode Standard Annex #11, 
http://www.unicode.org/reports/tr11/tr11-19.html, 2009.
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